ioo      Pioneers in Tropical America

navigators who were prepared to set the Spanish and Por-
tuguese monopoly at defiance. Indeed Francis I gave
personal encouragement to one or more of these ventures.
The French, therefore, were perhaps the first nation in
Europe avowedly to send ships to the New World to
trade; and in the course of trade to seize islands or make
settlements on coasts which would protect their traders.1
The knowledge of the success which was meeting this
French venture soon spread across the Channel to the
ports of southern and eastern England, and English ad-
venturers were not long in following the French. [As
will be seen afterwards, the two frequently made common
cause against the Spaniard. Bad feeling and bitter rivalry
between England and France did not really come into
existence until the reign of Louis XIV and the closing
years of the seventeenth century.] English ships had
strayed south, to the vicinity of Trinidad and Venezuela
in 1498, no doubt as the result of a fishing cruise round the
banks of Newfoundland.

In 1507 Martin Walzmliller, a book printer at the little
Lorraine university town of Saint-Die, had proposed
" America " as the name of the New World, and already,
by about 1515, the idea of the great new continents beyond
the Ocean " discovered by Americus" was being popu-
larized amongst the reading public of Oxford, London,
and Bristol. In 1516, apparently, a voyage was made from

* French attempts to break through the Spanish monopoly of access to the New
World were at first sharply repressed by the Spaniards, and after the destruction of
the French colony founded in northern Florida ("Arx Carolina") in 1565, and the
murder of the French Huguenot settlers by the bloodthirsty Spaniard who had them
at his mercy, the continents and islands of the New World remained for a little time
longer the exclusive property of Spain and Portugal. But as early as 1542 the French
fleet had attacked and plundered Cartagena, on the Colombian coast; in 1555 had
held Havana, the capital of Cuba, for a month; and in 1558-67 had founded,Settle-
ments on the coast of Brazil.